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BIOSECURITY BLITZ CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.02 pm]: 
The annual Biosecurity Blitz campaign kicks off this Friday and we are calling on all Western Australians to get 
behind our growers. Biosecurity is everyone’s responsibility and it is critical for government, industry and the 
community to work together to protect our valuable agriculture and fisheries sectors from costly pests, diseases 
and weeds. This is the fourth year of the Biosecurity Blitz community initiative, which encourages the public to 
report any pests, diseases and weeds. 
The public really got on board with last year’s campaign, which recorded 854 reports and resulted in the detection 
of new locations for citrus gall wasp. Early detection is essential for an effective biosecurity response, as has been 
demonstrated by the state’s response to several exotic pests over the past 18 months—namely, the Queensland 
fruit fly, the tomato potato psyllid, citrus canker and the brown marmorated stink bug. Recent reports by the public 
of European wasps, green snails and giant Australian grasshoppers show that everyone can make a difference by 
reporting their observations to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. We want to see 
community groups, schools and families get involved in this year’s Biosecurity Blitz, which runs from this Friday 
to 16 November. People can download one of the free MyPestGuide Reporter or PestFax apps to report pests, or 
the WA PestWatch app for aquatic observations. Just snap a picture of any pests or weeds spotted, upload it via 
the app and it will be added to DPIRD’s database, and a DPIRD expert will respond with identification of the pest. 
Biosecurity Blitz is just one of the state’s initiatives maintaining WA’s reputation as a producer of safe, sustainable 
and biosecure agricultural products. 
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